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When Parliament met the first great subject of interest was the
desertion of Mr Monk from the Ministry. He at once took his place
below the gangway, sitting as it happened exactly in front of Mr
Turnbull, and there he made his explanation. Someone opposite
asked a question whether a certain right honourable gentleman
had not left the Cabinet. Then Mr Gresham replied that to his
infinite regret his right honourable friend who lately presided at
the Board of Trade had resigned; and he went on to explain that
this resignation had, according to his ideas, been quite
unnecessary. His right honourable friend entertained certain
ideas about Irish Tenant Right, as to which he himself and his
right honourable friend the Secretary for Ireland could not exactly
pledge themselves to be in unison with him; but he had thought
that the motion might have rested at any rate over this session.
Then Mr Monk explained, making his first great speech on Irish
Tenant Right. He found himself obliged to advocate some
immediate measure for giving security to the Irish farmer; and as
he could not do so as a member of the Cabinet, he was forced to
resign the honour of that position. He said something also as to
the great doubt which had ever weighed on his own mind as to
the inexpediency of a man at his time of life submitting himself
for the first time to the trammels of office. This called up Mr
Turnbull, who took the opportunity of saying that he now agreed
cordially with his old friend for the first time since that old friend



had listened to the blandishments of the ministerial seducer, and
that he welcomed his old friend back to those independent
benches with great satisfaction. In this way the debate was very
exciting. Nothing was said which made it then necessary for
Phineas to get upon his legs or to declare himself; but he
perceived that the time would rapidly come in which he must do
so. Mr Gresham, though he strove to speak with gentle words,
was evidently very angry with the late President of the Board of
Trade; and, moreover, it was quite clear that a bill would be
introduced by Mr Monk himself, which Mr Gresham was
determined to oppose. If all this came to pass and there should
be a close division, Phineas felt that his fate would be sealed.
When he again spoke to Lord Cantrip on the subject, the
Secretary of State shrugged his shoulders and shook his head. “I
can only advise you,” said Lord Cantrip, to forget all that took
place in Ireland. If you will do so, nobody else will remember it.”
“As if it were possible to forget such things,” he said in the letter
which he wrote to Mary that night. “Of course | shall go now. If it
were not for your sake, | should not in the least regret it.” Twenty-
seven days out from San Francisco we arrived at the island of
Oahu, Territory of Hawaii. In the early morning we drifted around
Diamond Head into full view of Honolulu; and then the ocean
burst suddenly into life. Flying fish cleaved the air in glittering
squadrons. In five minutes we saw more of them than during the
whole voyage. Other fish, large ones, of various sorts, leaped
into the air. There was life everywhere, on sea and shore. We



could see the masts and funnels of the shipping in the harbour,
the hotels and bathers along the beach at Waikiki, the smoke
rising from the dwelling-houses high up on the volcanic slopes of
the Punch Bowl and Tantalus. The custom-house tug was racing
toward us and a big school of porpoises got under our bow and
began cutting the most ridiculous capers. The port doctor’s
launch came charging out at us, and a big sea turtle broke the
surface with his back and took a look at us. Never was there
such a burgeoning of life. Strange faces were on our decks,
strange voices were speaking, and copies of that very morning’s
newspaper, with cable reports from all the world, were thrust
before our eyes. Incidentally, we read that the Snark and all
hands had been lost at sea, and that she had been a very
unseaworthy craft anyway. And while we read this information a
wireless message was being received by the congressional party
on the summit of Haleakala announcing the safe arrival of the
Snark. “I could not but go, as things were then.” “It was in
opposition to my advice that she paid your debts.” And then there
flashed remembrance of her mother. She, too, had laid aside
herself; had thought that love and duty could teach one to be
other than one was. The Ego was the all important thing,
entrusted to us as the talents of silver to the faithful servant: to
be developed, not for our own purposes, but for the service of the

Master.
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