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 Mrs Bonteen did not get a card; and when she heard that

Phineas Finn had received one, her wrath against Phineas was

very great. He was “an Irish adventurer,” and she regretted

deeply that Mr Bonteen had ever interested himself in bringing

such an upstart forward in the world of politics. But as Mr

Bonteen never had done anything towards bringing Phineas

forward, there was not much cause for regret on this head.

Phineas, however, got his card, and, of course, accepted the

invitation. As he grew better, he sat up and began to take notice. 

All about him were the birds fluttering and chirping, the squirrels

chattering and playing.  He envied them their health and spirits,

their happy, care-free existence.  That he should contrast their

condition with his was inevitable; and that he should question

why they were splendidly vigorous while he was a feeble, dying

wraith of a man, was likewise inevitable.  His conclusion was the

very obvious one, namely, that they lived naturally, while he lived

most unnaturally; therefore, if he intended to live, he must return

to nature.    
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