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“It is impossible to prevent people talking,” said Lady Laura.Joan

looked at her.  “I thought that sort of thing was dying out,” she

said.Bullamacow means tinned beef.  This word was corrupted

from the English language by the Samoans, and from them

learned by the traders, who carried it along with them into

Melanesia.  Captain Cook and the other early navigators made a

practice of introducing seeds, plants, and domestic animals

amongst the natives.  It was at Samoa that one such navigator

landed a bull and a cow.  “This is a bull and cow,” said he to the

Samoans.  They thought he was giving the name of the breed,

and from that day to this, beef on the hoof and beef in the tin is

called bullamacow.   The nurse left her; and the landlady came in

to lay the table.  She understood that Joan would be dining with

Mr. Phillips.  There was no train till the eight-forty.  She kept

looking at Joan as she moved about the room.  Joan was afraid

she would begin to talk, but she must have felt Joan’s

antagonism for she remained silent.  Once their eyes met, and the

woman leered at her. 
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