
When is Valentine's Day

The reef ends of our lines accelerated, the shore ends lagged, all

under the watchful supervision of the leader, until at the reef the

two lines joined, forming the circle.  Then the contraction of the

circle began, the poor frightened fish harried shoreward by the

streaks of concussion that smote the water.  In the same fashion

elephants are driven through the jungle by motes of men who

crouch in the long grasses or behind trees and make strange

noises.  Already the palisade of legs had been built.  We could

see the heads of the women, in a long line, dotting the placid

surface of the lagoon.  The tallest women went farthest out, thus,

with the exception of those close inshore, nearly all were up to

their necks in the water.“Oh, please don’t go,” cried Joan.  “Mrs.

Stopperton has just gone round to the doctor’s.  She won’t be

long.  I’m a friend of hers.”  “New arrivals are almost certain

sooner or later to suffer from fever.  The natives are also subject

to it.  The number of deaths among the whites in the year 1897

amounted to 9 among a population of 50.” “Now, none of that,”

he said severely.  “It’s no good your thinking of me.  I’m wedded

to my art.  We are talking about Mr. Halliday.”But Martin smiled a

superior smile.  Though he did not say so,  I nevertheless was

given to understand that he was not as other men (I was the only

man he could possibly have had reference to), and that in a

couple of days his cuts would be healed.  He also read me a

dissertation upon the peculiar purity of his blood and his



remarkable healing powers.  I felt quite humble when he was

done with me.  Evidently I was different from other men in so far

as purity of blood was concerned. 
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